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Our Vision

Every Child a Graduate –Every Graduate Prepared

for

College/Work/Adulthood in the 21st Century
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PLAN 2020
PLAN 2020 is the strategic plan for education in Alabama with a goal to 
prepare all students to be successful in college and/or career upon graduation 
from high school. 

PLAN 2020 will: 

• Improve student growth and achievement.

• Close the achievement gap.

• Increase the graduation rate.

• Increase the number of students graduating high school that are college- and career-
ready and prepared to be successful in our global society. 
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Alabama School Counseling and Guidance Initiatives
• Non-Traditional High School Diploma Option
• Data-Driven School Counseling Programs
• Compliance Monitoring
• Role of School Counselors in RTI Intervention
• Standards-Based Report Cards in Credit Recovery
• REACH Student Advisement Program
• Alabama Career Planning System
• CTE Career Coaches
• Achieve Alabama Scholarship Portal
• College Counts Smart Art Contest
• Upcoming PD Events for School Counselors
• College and Career Readiness Dashboard



Non-Traditional High School 
Diploma Option



Data-Driven School Counseling Programs

A Data Driven School Counseling Program:

• Informs the decisions made at each stage of program delivery and 
assessment.

• Reviews existing data to determine what services are needed to address 
opportunity or achievement gaps.

• Helps school staff understand an issue.

• Creates systemic change in schools.



School Counseling Programs in Alabama 
FY2017 State Allocations

ADM 734,870

School Counselors 1533.50

School Counselor to Student Ratio: 1:479



Compliance Monitoring



Compliance Monitoring



Role of School Counselors in RTI Intervention

School counselors take a leadership role in enhancing students’ strengths 
and reducing their risk factors by: 

• enhancing social support through a peer mentoring or buddy system

• assigning adults as monitors or mentors for students

• providing classroom guidance lessons to increase student knowledge 
and awareness of the dangers of harmful

• behaviors as well as promoting resiliency and success skills 

• providing responsive services, including brief. short-term individual, 
group counseling



Role of School Counselors in RTI Intervention
School counselors take a leadership role in enhancing students’ strengths 
and reducing their risk factors by: 

• referring students and families to appropriate support services and 
community agencies

• collaborating with school staff to identify and assist students in crisis

• conducting staff development for school and district staff

• providing information, consultation, and support to parents/guardians 
to increase familial involvement

• advocating for changes in the school and community to promote 
resilience, success, and equitable access to needed resources



Standards-Based Report RTI Interventions



Standards-Based Report Cards
in RTI Interventions



REACH Student Advisory Program

Alabama Student Advisement Model in 
Grades 5-12:
• Research-based and standards-based
• Planning and implementation tools
• Curriculum maps designed to enhance 

academic, career, and personal-social 
development for Alabama middle and 
high school students. 

REACH Connect Site:
• https://connect.alsde.edu/sites/reach



Alabama Career Planning System
www.al.kuder.com



Alabama Career Planning System
Education Planning



Career Coaches



2015-2016	School	Year
Student Contacts 22,828

Career Assessments 7,647

Outside Speakers 786

Classroom Presentations Activities Total 4,447

Total Classroom Presentations 11,297

Total Students In Presentations 220,602

Career Events 593

Job Shadowing Events 163

Students Participating In Career Events 82,826

Participating In Job Shadowing Events 3,038

College Applications 46,083

Parent Contacts 5,425

Business Industry Community Contacts 4,937

School Counselors and Career Coaches



Achieve Alabama Scholarship Portal
www.achievealabama.org



Achieve Alabama Scholarship Portal
www.achievealabama.org



College Counts Smart Art Contest
Contest Timeline

• October 3, 2016: Email to schools announcing CollegeCounts Smart 
Art Contest

• October 14, 2016: Deadline for school counselors to submit School 
Participation Form to ALSDE Counseling & Guidance 
Office (via online form)

• December 6, 2016: Deadline to have LEA winning artwork to the State 
Treasurer’s Office in Montgomery



Upcoming Events for School Counseling Staff
Alabama Career Development Conferences   (Career Development for all K-12 Educators)

January 20, 2017 Wallace State Community College-Hanceville, AL

January 27, 2017 Southern Union Community College—Opelika, AL

National School Counseling Week February 6-10, 2017

REACH Student Advisory Regional Training March 2017

American School Counselor Association (ASCA)  Annual Conference
July 8-11, 2017—Denver, CO

MEGA Conference (School/System Administrators and New Counselor Academy)
July 10-14, 2017—Mobile, AL



College and Career Readiness Dashboard
Class of 2015
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