
March 10, 2020 (Second Update) 

From: Dr. Eric Mackey, State Superintendent  

To: Local Superintendents 

 

Superintendents,  

 

My apologies for two updates in one afternoon, but things are rapidly changing and this is new 

information. There are still no changes to our current situation, but below is a press release from USDA 

answering a question that was asked of me earlier in the week. You can click on the video and see the 

section where USDA Secretary Sonny Perdue notes that waivers will be granted to states who wish to 

waive the congregant rule for CNP programs located in high-poverty areas if there is an outbreak of 

COVID-19 that leads to school closings. At the appropriate time, we are prepared to ask for a waiver if it 

were to become necessary.  

 

Thank you, 

Eric G. Mackey 

State Superintendent 

 

 

 

  

Contact: USDA Press 

Email: press@oc.usda.gov 

  

Secretary Perdue Announces Proactive Flexibilities to Feed Children When Schools Close 

  

(Washington, D.C., March 10, 2020) – U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue announced proactive flexibilities 

to allow meal service during school closures to minimize potential exposure to the coronavirus. You may click HERE 

or on the image below to watch Secretary Perdue discuss the proactive flexibilities during today’s House 

Appropriations hearing. 
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Secretary Perdue discusses the proactive flexibilities during today’s House Appropriations hearing 

Background: 

During an unexpected school closure, schools can leverage their participation in one of USDA’s summer meal 

programs to provide meals at no cost to students. Under normal circumstances, those meals must be served in a group 

setting. However, in a public health emergency, the law allows USDA the authority to waive the group setting meal 

requirement, which is vital during a social distancing situation. 

As always, States may request waivers of other Program requirements, as needed, and those will be considered on a 

case-by-case basis. States may submit waiver requests immediately by providing their FNS Regional Office with the 

required waiver information. Information on how to submit a waiver request is available at: 

https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/child-nutrition-program-waiver-request-guidance-and-protocol-revised. The Regional 

Offices are also available to provide technical assistance on development of waiver requests. 

Today’s announcement is effective immediately and will cover efforts triggered by school closings through June 30, 

2020. USDA stands ready to provide additional assistance to areas impacted by the coronavirus as part of the much 

larger government-wide response, in accordance with the law. 

All Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) programs – including the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP); 

Special Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC); and the National School Lunch and Breakfast 

Programs – have flexibilities and contingencies built-in to allow them to respond to on-the-ground realities in the 

event of a disaster or emergency situation. For more information on FNS programs, please visit: 

https://www.fns.usda.gov/disaster/pandemic. For more information about the coronavirus response across USDA, 

please visit: www.usda.gov/coronavirus. 

USDA’s Food and Nutrition Service administers 15 nutrition assistance programs that leverage America’s agricultural 

abundance to ensure children and low-income individuals and families have nutritious food to eat. FNS also co-

develops the Dietary Guidelines for Americans with HHS’ Office of Disease Prevention and Health Promotion 

(ODPHP). The Dietary Guidelines for Americans provide science-based nutrition recommendations and serve as the 

cornerstone of federal nutrition policy. 

  

### 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAzMTAuMTg1MDQyODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mbnMudXNkYS5nb3YvY24vY2hpbGQtbnV0cml0aW9uLXByb2dyYW0td2FpdmVyLXJlcXVlc3QtZ3VpZGFuY2UtYW5kLXByb3RvY29sLXJldmlzZWQifQ.epmRY1-kAsAaddHPaY4vX2o9jARdzoujTwOP9J5R21I/br/75930546189-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAzMTAuMTg1MDQyODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mbnMudXNkYS5nb3Yvc25hcCJ9.InuNDXN_lYhLOeaj7JOXYl9hAKnQYCn-6hNU1nHPMRE/br/75930546189-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAzMTAuMTg1MDQyODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mbnMudXNkYS5nb3Yvd2ljIn0.A_NYPiqyWzQ6YGHmW1Ryo1Jf8yBByC1MMQMArrOfc1g/br/75930546189-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAzMTAuMTg1MDQyODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mbnMudXNkYS5nb3YvbnNscCJ9.8qA1rTjll6tPPDZ6LpGlvhY5a5ci1yzgkeiFBLfnYPY/br/75930546189-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAzMTAuMTg1MDQyODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mbnMudXNkYS5nb3Yvc2JwL3NjaG9vbC1icmVha2Zhc3QtcHJvZ3JhbSJ9.-3frVrqxQqiuRYm8DJnv7JFd5xD6NPx0VEOyJCcoFmo/br/75930546189-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAzMTAuMTg1MDQyODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mbnMudXNkYS5nb3Yvc2JwL3NjaG9vbC1icmVha2Zhc3QtcHJvZ3JhbSJ9.-3frVrqxQqiuRYm8DJnv7JFd5xD6NPx0VEOyJCcoFmo/br/75930546189-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAzMTAuMTg1MDQyODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mbnMudXNkYS5nb3YvZGlzYXN0ZXIvcGFuZGVtaWMifQ.Dct7h2X1DWUiynmny1IIvpqWpNYWQ0-V3zVbWeLdKlg/br/75930546189-l
file:///C:/Users/jsanders/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/TAOTYKH8/www.usda.gov/coronavirus
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAzMTAuMTg1MDQyODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mbnMudXNkYS5nb3YifQ.ozVr98MNNOZZOMOt-nJ-h8Q38Ba6w_FpMwCJyhg8dRo/br/75930546189-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAzMTAuMTg1MDQyODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5kaWV0YXJ5Z3VpZGVsaW5lcy5nb3YifQ.CJyceai9vXzz7e8jkiOe81tKVnnkCxHLeOKqvA5fAMc/br/75930546189-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAzMTAuMTg1MDQyODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy55b3V0dWJlLmNvbS93YXRjaD92PUFxQTluOUpQVHZJJmZlYXR1cmU9eW91dHUuYmUmdD0yODQ0In0.l-6PxSPKJ3OLryE3afj1VAGJPcbMI437-WpeN2etFAI/br/75930546189-l


  

 

 

Update your subscriptions, modify your password or e-mail address, or stop subscriptions at any time on your 

Subscriber Preferences Page. You will need to use your e-mail address to log in. If you have questions or problems 

with the subscription service, please contact subscriberhelp.govdelivery.com. 

This service is provided to you at no charge by the USDA Food and Nutrition Service. 

 

This email was sent to dturk@alsde.edu using GovDelivery Communications Cloud on behalf of: 

USDA Food and Nutrition Service · 1320 Braddock Place · Alexandria, VA 22314 · 800-439-1420  

 

 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAzMTAuMTg1MDQyODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3B1YmxpYy5nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeS5jb20vYWNjb3VudHMvVVNGTlMvc3Vic2NyaWJlci9lZGl0P3ByZWZlcmVuY2VzPXRydWUjdGFiMSJ9.8f7f4O0rX6NHb9TpCMihAVGXwYjmGZwTLVZDoUEPoM0/br/75930546189-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAzMTAuMTg1MDQyODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3N1YnNjcmliZXJoZWxwLmdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5LmNvbS8ifQ.0XH72I0kL636Jpzp3yFySyYK9pM2Wi0aYOcr39tt9JU/br/75930546189-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAzMTAuMTg1MDQyODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3LmZucy51c2RhLmdvdi8ifQ._UxlYlve8iCXYLzzRegMY8A6Wk8b8CWg3HHkD30c6GM/br/75930546189-l
mailto:dturk@alsde.edu
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAzMTAuMTg1MDQyODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbnRlbnQuZ292ZGVsaXZlcnkuY29tL2FjY291bnRzL1VTRk5TL2J1bGxldGlucy8yODA1ZGY0P3JlcWZyb209c2hhcmUifQ.uaoVLYTIbY9R-jt-AutkiKprFJk4KTcxM4NP8ws5f30/br/75930546189-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAzMTAuMTg1MDQyODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3N1YnNjcmliZXJoZWxwLmdyYW5pY3VzLmNvbS8ifQ.9LWhxFDoDHIKmC_SMB56Wp-rAlxFZ_icHiF8L9TQjo8/br/75930546189-l

