STATE OF ALABAMA

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Eric G. Mackey, Ed.D.
State Superintendent of Education

Alabama
State Board

of Feueatin TO: Child Nutrition Directors
Public Schools
Governor Kay vy Private Schools
Fresident Residential Child Care Institutions
FROM: June Barrett Owen, Program Coordmastor™
T e Child Nutrition Programs

District |
President Pro Tem

Date: March 26, 2020
betert RE: Nationwide Waiver to Allow Meal Pattern Flexibility in the Child Nutrition
Programs
> Btrer | Please review the attached USDA COVID 19 Child Nutrition Response #4 memorandum
thoroughly for guidance.
Rt vl If any SFA would like to utilize the Meal Pattern Flexibility Waiver, please complete the

waiver form attached and scan/email (electronic signature is acceptable) to
jragan@alsde.edu for SSO/NSLP/SBP operation or dturk@alsde.edu for SFSP/CACFP
Tommie T. Stewart, Ph.D. Operat'on .

District V

Should you have any questions concerning this correspondence, please contact the School
Cynthia McCarty, Ph . Program Staff at 334-694-4657. Thank you for your cooperation.

District VI

JBO/CL/IJR
VJDﬁEWInﬁ“I Attachments:

USDA COVID 19 Child Nutrition Response #4
Meal Pattern Flexibility Waiver Request Form

Wayne Reynolds, Ed.D.
District VIl

Eric G. Mackey, Ed.D.
Secretary and
Executive Officer
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USDA

|
United States Department of Agriculture

DATE: March 25, 2020
CODE: COVID-19: Child Nutrition Response #4
SUBJECT: Nationwide Warver to Allow Meal Pattern Flexibility in the
Child Nutrition Programs'
TO: Regional Directors
Special Nuinition Programs
All Regions
State Directors
Child Nutrition Programs
All States
Issuing Agency/Office: FNS/Child Mutrition Programs
Mationwide Waiver to Allow Meal Pattern Flexibility in the Child
Title of Document: -
Mutrition Programs
Document 10:
Z-RIM:
Date of Issuance: March 25, 2020
Replaces: N/A
(1) FNS waives, for all States, the requiremenits to serve meals that meet
the meal pattern requirements during the public health emergency due
to COVID-19. (2] This waiver applies to State agencies administering and
Summanry: lzcal organizations operating the: National School Lunch Program,
School Breakfast Program, Child and Adult Care Food Program, and
Summer Food Service Program. (3) This document relates to 7 CFR
210.10b} and [c), 220.8(b) and (c), 225.16(d), and 226_20.
Disclaimer: The contents of this guidance document have the force and effect of
law as authorized by the Families First Coronavirus Response Act (the
Act) (P.L 116-127).

Pursuant to section 2202(a) of the Fanmlies First Coronavirus Response Act (the Act)
(P.L. 116-127) and in light of the exceptional circumstances of this public health
emergency, the Food and Nutrition Service (FINS) 15 granting a nationwide waiver to
support access to nutritions meals while muninnzing potential exposure to the novel
corcnavirus (COVID-19). Thus waiver applies to the National School Lunch Program
School Breakfast Program  Child and Adult Care Food Program_ and Summer Food
Service Program (the Child Nutrition Programs).

! " Pursuant to the Congressional Review Act (3 US.C. 5801 et seq.), the Office of Information and
Bepulatory Affans designated this warver as not maior, as defined by 5 TLS.C. § 80402
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Section 2202(a) of the Act permuts the Secretary of Agriculture to establish a waiver for
all States for the purposes of providing meals nnder the Chuld Nutrition Programs, with
appropriate safety measures, as determined by the Secretary.

Under Program regulations at 7 CFR. 210.10(b) and (c), 220.8(b) and (c), 225.16(d), and
226.20, Cluld Nutrition Program meals mmst meet meal pattern requirements. However,
FNS recognizes that, in this public health emergency. appropriate safety measures are
necessary. Therefore, FINS waives, for all States, the requirements at 7 CFE. 210.10(b)
and (c), 220.8(b) and (c), 225.16(d), and 22620, to serve meals that meet the meal pattern
requirements during the public health emergency.

Consistent with section 2202(a)(2) of the Act, this waiver 15 automatically available to all
States that elect to use it, without further application. State agencies must inform their
Regional Office if they elect to be subject to the waiver. However, in order to participate
under this waiver, local Program operators must contact the State agency for approval to
utithze this waiver.

When reviewing requests from local Program operators, the State agency should consider
requests that are targeted and justified based upon disruptions to the availability of food
products resulting from unprecedented mmpacts of COVID-19. FNS expects and strongly
encowrages Program operators to maintain and meet the nuirition standards for each
Program to the greatest extent possible. FNS stands ready to provide techmcal assistance
and to offer alternatives to help stakeholders meet meal patterns. As a remunder, Federal
procurement regulations at 2 CFR 200.32({f) allow procurement by noncompetitive
proposals when there 15 a public emergency.

State agencies should mform local Program operators of the availability of this waiver as
quickly as possible, and work m partnership with them to determine if this waiver 13
necessary to ensure access fo nuintious meals. The State agency must approve use of this
watver on a case-by-case basis, and must report to the FINS Fegional Office when and
where this waiver 15 in effect and for what food components.

This watver 15 effective immediately and remains in effect until Apnl 30, 2020 or votil
expiration of the federally declared public health emergency, whichever 1s earher. FNS
13 offening this flexibility in short term increments and will reevaluate the continmed need
for the watver as the situation confimes to evolve.

As required by section 2202(d), each State that elects to be subject to this waiver must
submut a report to the Secretary not later than 1 year after the date such State received the
watver. The report mmst include:
s A summary of the use of this waiver by the State agency and local Program
operators, and
s A description of whether and how this waiver resulted in mmproved services to
Program participants.
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FNS stands ready to provide assistance to areas impacted by COVID-19, and intends to
contimue supporting access to mutritions meals during this public health emergency.

FINS appreciates the exceptional effort of State agencies and local Program operators
working to meet the nutritional needs of participants dunng a challenging time. State
agencies should direct questions to the appropnate FINS Regional Office.

Sincerely,

Onf ML

Angela M. Kline
Darector
Policy and Program Development Division



COVID-15 Organization:
Meal Pattern Waiver Agreement &

kovip-19
Meal Pattern Waiver

Check all programs applicable to this waiver request:

[ | sep [ | nsLe C lsso | Jsrsp [ |cacFp

This waiver will apply to all sites approved on the online application.

[ ]ves ] no

Date of substitution: Component(s) to be Waived:

If no is checked, list sites below that will be affected.

Site Name (match online app.) | Date(s) Component MOT Provided Component NOT Provided

Sponsor will maintain a record of all components used as substitutions of the required
programs’ meal pattern and will be made available for ALSDE upon request.

Sponsoring Organization Official Representative Signature Date
*Electronic Signature is Acceptable

Return to the following depending on your program:

CACFP/SF5P: diurk@alsde edu

MSLP/SBP/S50: jragan@alsde edu

Consistent with section 2202(a)(2) of the Act, this waiver is automatically available to all States that elect
to use it, without further application. State agencies operating programs under 7 CFR 210; 220; 225; and
226, must inform their Regional Office if they elect to be subject to the waiver. However, in order to
participate under this waiver, I||:u:al Program operators must contact the State agency for approval to
utilize this waiver. This waiver is effective immediately and remains in effect until April 30, 2020 or until
expiration of the federally declared public health emergency, whichever is earlier.

Date created: 3/26/2020



