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M E M O R A N D U M  

 

TO:  Child Nutrition Directors 

  Public Schools 

  Private Schools 

  Residential Child Care Institutions 

   

FROM:  

 

 

Date:  March 27, 2020 

 

RE:  Nationwide Waiver to Allow Parents and Guardians to Pick Up Meals for 

Children 

 

Please review the attached USDA COVID 19 Child Nutrition Response #5 memorandum 

thoroughly for guidance. 

 

Consistent with section 2202(a)(2) of the Act, a nationwide parent pickup waiver is 

automatically available to all States that elect to use it, without further application.  

 

Alabama State Department of Education (ALSDE), Child Nutrition Programs (CNP) has 

already indicated its intent to implement this waiver and received approval from the USDA 

Regional Office. This waiver is effective immediately and remains in effect until June 30, 

2020 or until expiration of the federally declared public health emergency, whichever is 

earlier. Food Nutrition Services is offering this flexibility in short term increments and will 

reevaluate the continued need for the waiver as the situation continues to evolve.  

 

As mentioned in the attached waiver memo, State agencies must have a plan for ensuring 

that Program operators are able to maintain accountability and program integrity. As such, 

ALSDE, CNP request program sponsors use one of the following methods to distribute 

meals to parents/guardians being permitted to pick up meals on behalf of a child or 

children: 

1. Ask parent/guardian to present a form of valid child identification. Valid forms of 

identification may include, but are not limited to: 

a. School Identification Card 

b. Child’s Passport 

c. Government-Issued Child Identification Card 

d. Any Documentation Proving Parent/Guardian Identity and Relationship to 

the Child such as: 

i. Adoption Decree 



 

 

ii. Doctor, Clinic 

iii. Hospital Record 

iv. Religious Record 

v. Daycare Center Record; or 

2. Verify the child’s name by utilizing a roster or other methods used at the point of 

sale (where possible); or 

3. Create a daily parent/guardian pickup roster by collecting the parent/guardian 

name, number of children in the household, and names of children in the 

household. Please note that we recommend that collection of household 

information be done by the program sponsor’s staff to minimize contact. 

*Please note that these conditions are only relative to parent pickup and should not be 

applied when a child is present, or a child is picking up his/her own meal(s). 
 

If  you have any questions concerning this correspondence, please contact the School 

Program Staff at 334-694-4657. Thank you for your cooperation. 

 

JBO/CL/JR 

 

Attachment:  

USDA COVID 19 Child Nutrition Response #5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


