Caronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act
Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief Fund (ESSER)
Local Educational Agency (LEA) Application

/ g IEEN State of Alabama
ti‘ iy )

T
S U

In order to receive a CARES Act ESSER Fund allocation, an LEA must submit this application to the SEA,

1. LEA Information :

LEA Name Dale County Schools
Mailing Address 202 8 Hwy 123, Suite E
Physical Address Same _

City/Town and Zip Code Ozark, AL 36360
Superintendent's Name [Mr. Ben Baker

Contact Person Mr. Jesse James

Contact Person Position ~ [CSFO

Contact Telephone Number  [334-774-2355

Contact Emall jlames@dalecountybee.org

ORTING ASSURANCE

_PROGRAMMATIL, FISH

The United States Department of Education (USED) has approved the application from the State of Alabama for
ESSER funds under the CARES Act. The availability of funds is from 4/29/2020 to 4/29/2021, LEAs will be allowed to
expend funds until 9/30/2022. Pre-award costs to the ESSER fund will be allowed for allowable cost incurred on or
after March 13, 2020, :

2, Allowable Service(s) Assurance

The LEA Superintendent or his/her authorized representative ossures or certifies that:

The LEA will use ESSER funds for activities allowable under section 18003(d) of Division B of the CARES Act. The
United States Department of Education does not consider the following to be an allowable use of ESSER funds,
under any part of 18003: 1) subsidizing or offsetting executive salaries and benefits of Individuals wha are not
employees of the SEA or LEAs or 2) expenditures related to state or local teacher or faculty uhions or assoclations.

How will the LEA determine the most Important educational needs as a resuit of COVID-19?

Wa will survey our administrators, teachers and various stakeho!ders. We will also complete a needs assessment at sach
school, and summarize the results for a district-wide needs assessmont.

How does the LEA intend to assess and address student learning gaps resulting from the disruption in educational
services? L

We will use the data gained from mid-year screeners to determine students that were already behind, or students that were at-
{risk of falling behind, We will look at the fall 2020 screening data and compare it to the mid-year 2019 data to establish gaps.

We wiil also look at retentions during the 2019/2020 scheolyear. We will look at standards that were covered through educational
packets instead of face/face instruction. These standards will be used for remadiation purposes in the fall to help students,
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Which

allowable activitles wlll the LEA use ESSER funds to provide educational services? {Select all that apply)

Activities authorized by the Every Student Succeeds Act {ESSA),

|Activities authorized by the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act {IDEA).

ig

Activities authorized by the Adult Education and Family Literacy Act.,.

Activities authorized by the Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical Education Act of 2008,

g

Activities authorized hy subtitle B of Title VIl of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act.

Coordination of preparedness and response efforts of local education agencies with State, local, Tribal, and
territorial public health departments, and other relevant agencies, to Improve coordinated respanses amang
such entitles to prevent, prepare for, and respond to coronavirus,

Providing principals and other séhool leaders with the resources hecessary to address the needs of the
individual schools;

Actlvities to address the unique needs of low-income children or students, children with disabiiities, English
learners, raclal and ethnic minorities, students experiencing homelessness, and foster care youth, |nclud|ng
how outreach and service delivery will meet the needs of each population.

Developing and implementing procedures and systems to improve the preparedness and r'és“ponse efforts of

|lacal educatlonal agencies,

Training and professional development for staff of the local educational agency on sanitation and minimizing
the spread of infectious diseases,

NN &HE O

Purchasing supplies to sanitize and clean the facilities of a local educatlonal agency, including building

|operated by such agency,

]

Planning for and eoordinating during long-term closures, including for how to provide meals to eligible
students, how to provide technology far online learning to all students, how to provide guidance for carrying
out requirements under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (20 USC 1401 et seqd.) and how to
ensure other educational services can continue to be provided consistent with all Federal, State, and local
reguirarments.

[<]

Purchasing educational technology (including hardware, software, and connectivity) for students who are
served by the local educational agency that aids in regular and substantive educational interaction between
students and their classroom instructors, including low-income students and students with disabilities,
which may include assistive technology or adapitive equipment.

|

Providing mental health services and supports,

[«

Planning and implementing activities relatad to summer learning and supplemental afterschool programs,

including providing classroom instruction or online learning during the summer months and addressing the
needs of low-income students, students with disabilities, English learnets, migrant students, students

experiencing homelessness, and children in foster care.

| |[&]

Other activities that are necessary to maintain the operation of and continuity of services in local
educational agencles and continuing to employ existing staff of the local ediucational agency.

|Provide a detalled budget to explain how ESSER funds will be used in your LEA,

CARES Act ESSER Fu nds
FUND SOURCE CODE 4290
Function | Object Program| Amount D Brief Description of Expenditure
1100 495 1500 | $135,366,00 |Technology and Infrastructure to support 7-12 - Computer Hardware
1100 495 1200 -$100,000.00 |Technclogy and Infrastructure to support K-6- Computer Hardware
1100 414 1500 $45,000,00 |Online learning curriculums and supports 7-12 - Computer Software
1100 414 1200 $30,000,00 |Orline learning curriculums and supports K-6 - Cdmp_uter Software
2215 381 8220 $35,000.00 |Training and Professional Development
89130 Q018 4800 $50,000.00 |Remediation and Intervention Services - Exiended Day- retired feachers
9130 199 4800 $50,000.00 |Remediation and Intervention Services - Extended Day - Non retired
3200 441 8320 $40,000.00 iCleaning and Sanitation Supplies
2140 489 8210 $20,000.00 |Healthcare supplies )
3200 494 8320 $50,000.00 |Campus monitoring and commurnication - Safety and Security
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What is the LEA's proposed timeline for providing services and assistance to students and staff?

This will be a fluid sltuation with the first implementation already under-way, July 2020~ we will Implemant protocols for proper
sanitizing procedures before students return, o include training and securing proper sanitizing chemicals and distributors, We will
also Implement safaty and security measures on campuses to insure a safe snvironment for teachers and students during the
school day once we return.  Aug - Det 2020 « Implement remediationfintarvention strategies, secure campuses, coordinate with
local officials and secure technologles nacassary for a digital platform. Jan 2621 and bayond - support the overall learning
process and deal with obstacles as they arise, Continue proper education and sanitation as it relates to CovID - 19,

How will tﬁe LEA use ESSER funds to promote remote learning?

W will use these funds to purchase mora tachnolegy for students to use at home, We will initiate plans to provide wiff services
for low incoma students or students in rural areas that have fimited access, We will purchase educational material platforms that
are electronically or digitally avallable. We will provido services and tralning that is necessary for the implemantation of a digita!
curriculum, :

3. Equitable Services Assurances

The LEA Superintendent or his/her authorized representative assures or certifies the following:

* The LEA receiving ESSER funds will provide equitable services to students and teachers in non-public schools
as required under Section 18005 of Division B of the CARES Act. '

* The LEA receiving ESSER funds wlll provide equitable services to students and teachers in non-public schools
located within the LEA in the same manner as provided under Section 1117 of the ESEA, as determined
through timely and meaningful consultation with representatives of non-public schools.

* The LEA will ensure that it will maintain control of funds for the services and assistance provided to a
non-public schooi

* The LEA will ensure that it will have title to materials, eguipment, and property purchased with FSSER funds,

o The LEA will ensure that services to a non-public schoo! with ESSER funds will be provided by the LEA

directly, or through contract with, another public or private entity.

Provide a brief explanation of tHe following: How will equitabie service fuﬁds be used by the private schools?
How will timely and meaningful consultation occur with private schools? What is the proposed timeline for
services and assistance to be implemented by private schools?

Al private schools in our LEA zones have declined edultable services. Appropriate documentation is attached,

| o T TOTHER ASSURANGESAND CERTIFICATIONS

4, Other Assurances and Certifications

The LEA Superintendent or his/her authorized representative assures or certifies the following:

* The LEA that receives ESSER funds will, to the greatest extent practicable, continue to compensate its
employees and contractors during the period of any disruptions or closures related to COVID-19 in
compliance with Section 18006 of Division B of the CARES Act. In addition, LEAs that accept funds will
continue to pay employees and contractors to the greatest extent practicable based on the unique financial
circumstances of the LEA, CARES Act funds generally will not be used for bonuses, merit pay, or simllar
expenditures, unless related to disruptions or closures resulting frem COVID-19.

+  The LEA will request technical assistance on the use of ESSER funds for remote learning, which includes hoth
distance education as defined in Section 103{7) of the HEA and distance learning as defined in ESEA Section
8101(14), so that students can continue learning during schaol closures.

» The LEA will cooperate with any SEA monitoring policies and/or procedures with regards to the allowability
of expenditures.

* The LEA will use ESSER funds for purposes that are reasonable, necessary, and allocable under the CARES
Act.

Page 3 of 5



The LEA Superintendent or his/her authorized representative assures or certifies the following:

+  The LEA will provide to the SEA the methodology used to provide services or assistance to students and staff
in both public and nen-public schools, the uses of funds and demonstration of their compliance with Section
18003(d), such as any use of funds addressing the digital divide, including securing access to home-based
connectivity and remote-use devices, related issues In supporting remote learning for all students, including
disadvantaged populations,

* TheLEA will cooperate with any examination of records with respect to such firnds by making records
available for inspection, production, and exammatlon and authorized individuals for Interview and
examination, upon request, :

» The LEA will comply with the provisions of all applicable acts, regulations and assurances; the following
provislons of Education Department General Administrative Regulations (EDGAR) 34 CFR Parts 76,77, 81, 82,
84,97, 98, and 99; the OMB Guidelines to Agencies on Governmentwide Debarment and Suspension
(Nonprocurement) in 2 CFR Part 180, as adopted and amended as regulations of the Department in 2 CFR
Part 3485; and the Uniform Guidance in 2 CFR Part 200, as adopted and amended as regulations of the
Pepartment In 2 CFR Part 3474, '

5. Section 442 of the General Education Proﬁisions Act Assurances

The LEA Superintendent or his/her authorized representative assures or certifies the Jollowing:

[(&) Each Jocal educational agency which parti¢ipates in an applicable program under which Féderal funds are made
available 1o such agency through a State agency or board shail submit to such agency or board a general appllcation
containing the assurances set farth in subsection (b), The application shall cover the participation by that local
educationat agency In all such programs.

(b} The genéral apptication subrvitted by a local education agency under subsection {a) shall set forth assurances

(1) that the local educational agenty will administer each program by the application in accordance with all applicable
statutes, regulations, program pians, and applications;

(2) that the control of funds provided to the local educational agency under each program, and title to property
acquired with those funds, will be In a public agency and that a public agency wiil administer those funds and property;

(3) that the local educational agency will use fiscal contral and fund accounting procedures that will ensure proper
disbursement of, and accounting for, Federal funds paid to that agency under each program;

(4} that the local educational agency wiil make reports to the State agency or board and to the Secretary as may
reasonably be necessary to enable the State agency or board and the Secretary to perform their duties and that the local
educational agency will maintain such records, including the records required under section 443, and provide access to
those records, as the State agency or board or the Secretary deem necessary to perform their duties; _

(5) that the local educational agency will provide reasonable opportunities for the participation by teachers, parents,
and other interested agencies, organizations, and individuals in the ptanning for and operation of each program;

(6) that any application, evaluation, periodic program plan or report relating to each program will be made readily
avallable to parents and other members of the general public;

{7) that in the case of any project involving constructien -

{A) the project is not Inconsistent with overall State plans for the construction of school facllities, and

(B) In developing plans for construction, due consideration will be glven to excellence of architecture and
design and to compliance with standards prescribed by the Secretary under section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 In order to ensure that facilities canstructed with the use of Federal funds are
accessible to and usable by individuals with disabilities;

{8) that the {ocal educational agency has adopted effective procedures for acquiring and disseminating to teachers
and administrators participating in each program significant information from educational research, demonstrations, and
similar projects, and for adopting, where appropriate, promising educational practices developed through such projects;
and

(9) that none of the funds expended under any applicable program will be used to acquire equipment (including
computer software) in any instance in which such acquisition results In a direct financial berefit to any organization
representing the interests of the purchasing entity or its employees or any affiliate of such an organization.

(c) A general application submitted under this section shall remain in effect for the duration of the program it covers. The
State agencies or boards adminlstering the programs covered by the application shall not require the submission or
amendment of such application unless required by changes in Federal or State law or by other significant change in the
circumstances affecting an assurance in such application.
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6. Section 427 of the General Education Provisions Act Assurances
{a) The purpose of this section is to assist the Department in implementing the Department's mlission to ensure equal
access to education and to promote educational exceilence throughout the Nation, by - :

(1) ensuring equal opportunities to participate for all efigible students, teachers, and other program benefidaries In
any project or activity carrled out under an applicable program; and

{2) promoting the ability of such students, teachers, and benefictaries to meet high standards.
{b) The Secretary shall require each appiicant for assistance under an applicable program (other than an individual) to
develop and describe in such applicant's application the steps such applicant proposes to take to ensure equitable atcess
to, and equitable participation in, the project or actlvity to be conducted with such assistance, by addressing the specigl
needs of students, teachers, and other program beneficiaries in order to overcome barriers to equitable participation,
Including barriers based on gender, race, color, natlonal origin, disabillty, and age.
{c} The Secretary may establish criterla and provide technical assistance for meeting the requirements of this section,
(¢} Nothing in this sectlon shall be construed to alter in any way the rights or responslibilities established under the laws
cited In section 400{d) of this Act.

What steps does the LEA propose to take to permit students, teachers, and other program beneficiaries to
overcome barriers (Including barriers based on gender, race, color, natlonal origin, disability, and age) that
Impede equal access to, or participation in, the program?

Per DCBOE policy 3,44 - Equal Opporiunity- Sections -V, guarantess rights and Equal opportunitias for all students, employees
and parents

To the best of my knowledge and belief, all the Information and data In this agreement are true and correct, |
acknowledge and agree that the fallure to comply with all Assurances and Certifications in this agreement, all relevant
provisions and requirements of the CARES Act, Pub. L. No. 116-136 (March 27, 2020), or any other applicable law or
regulation may result in liability under the False Claims Act, 31 U.5.C. § 3729, et seq. ; OMB Guidelines to Agencies on
Governmentwlde Debarment and Suspension {Nonprocurement) in 2 CFR Part 180, as adopted and amended as
regulations of the Department in 2 CFR Part 3485; and 18 U.5.C. § 1001, as appropriate.

Mr. Jesse James 334-774-2355

LEWhool FinanglahOfficer (Typed Name) Telephane Number
LEA €hief School Financial Officer Signature : Date {(mm/dd/yyyy)

Mr. Ben Baker | 334-774-2355

-LEA Super‘inte paeniATyped Name) Telephone Number

]qu &/ 2020

TEA Superintendent Signature Date (mm/dd/yyyy) -

Send completed application to CARESapp@alsde.edu.
Upon approval of the application, funds will be released to the LEA.

ol

Date ALSDE Approved: 6/! Z/Z_D 20
—

Q- [2-2p20

and/or Designee Signature Date {mm/dd/yyyy) -

Date Application Received: fp/ll I?,@‘ZC)
.

[/

)

W

Date CARES Act ESSER Funds Released:
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