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Economic development, workforce development,
international trade agreements – these were just
a few of the topics discussed this past week in a
meeting in Wilcox County where a new industry
from China is locating that has the potential to
bring long-awaited and needed resources to this
county and its communities. 

This meeting included Dr. Rosa Ashmon,
Superintendent of Wilcox County Schools, key
staff members, and members of her school board, as well as Dr. Reginald
Sykes, President of the Alabama Southern Community College, and his
staff, key representatives from local and regional economic and
workforce development organizations, mayors, and State Representative
David Colston. The purpose of the meeting was to develop a
“collaborative” plan of support for this new company and identify the
specific roles each represented entity would play as this company begins
construction and eventual operation.

I listened and watched as a community came together for
the good of the whole without concern for turf or credit,
realizing how its collective efforts could serve to bring the
community into a new future. I watched as barriers were
addressed and removed, resources were identified and
assigned, and unmet needs accepted with commitment to
work toward resolutions – all within the context of education
as the foundational component of successful workforce and
economic development. 

As we prepare for hearings for our 2013 education budget, I will be
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Message from 
the Superintendent

Dr. Tommy Bice,
State Superintendent of Education

Public Transportation began in 1912
when Ben L. Tew closed his one-room
schoolhouse and took himself and his
students to join the Ward School in
Sumter County on a horse-drawn
wagon. The wagon covered a route of
six miles one way for two years without
missing a day. 

DidYOU Know?

able to share with our Legislature a
real-world example of how its
investment in K-12 education can be
just that – an investment – for a new
economy for our state. I plan to
participate in the follow-up meetings
in Wilcox County because I see this
business/industry/education triad as
an integral part of our work in
education working side by side with
our ultimate “customers.”
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The “sweet 16” have been selected after Alabama’s school districts
submitted an elementary and a secondary school candidate for the position
of Alabama’s 2012-2013 Teacher of the Year. The final four will be selected
soon and the Teacher of Year will be named at “Stars in Education,” a live
broadcast show, hosted by the Alabama Department of Education and
Alabama Public Television on May 9. See story at right.

Just Announced! Alabama’s
16 Teacher of the Year Finalists

District I - Barbara E. Peek
Andalusia City

District II - Brian Wynn
Auburn City

District III - Amanda Fox
Hoover City

District V - Meghan Everette
Mobile County

District VI - Rebekah D. Palys
Arab City

District VII - Joy Harbin
Muscle Shoals City

District I - Herbert A. Wagner
Mobile County

District II - Kim Beaty 
Eufaula City

District III - Suzanne B. Culbreth
Hoover City

District V - Quebe M. Bradford
Montgomery County 

District VI - Andrew R. Jones
Cherokee County

District VII - Dr. Eric M. Kirkman
Sheffield City

District VIII - Elisabeth Johnson
Huntsville City

District IV - Julie D. Ramsay
Jefferson County

Alabama Teacher of the Year Program - 2012 District Teachers of the Year

ELEMENTARY

District VIII - Karen M. Clem
Athens City

District IV - Marvin A. Carter II
Fairfield City

SECONDARY

Alabama Stars 
in Education
The 2012 Alabama Stars in Education
event is hosted by the Alabama
Department of Education and

Alabama Public Television (APT), and
honors great Alabama teachers. 

The selection process for
Alabama’s Teacher of the Year begins
at the school system level. Each
school system can nominate an
elementary and secondary teacher 
at the district level. One elementary
teacher and one secondary teacher
are selected from each of the eight
State Board of Education districts. 
A state selection committee selects
four teachers from the 16 district
finalists to be interviewed for the
titles Alabama Teacher of the Year
and Alternate Teacher of the Year. 

The 16 semi-finalists and final
four will be announced during the
month of April. This year’s broadcast
can be seen on your local APTV
channel on Wednesday, May 9, at
7:00 p.m.

Alabama 2011-2012 Teacher of the Year Dr. Gay Barnes with students
from T. S. Morris Elementary School in Montgomery.
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The Alabama Educational Technology Conference (AETC) helps
educators at all levels increase their understanding of the role of technology
in education. With the required implementation of the Technology Education
Course of Study in Grades K-12, professional development in integrating
technology into the curriculum has become more in demand than ever
before.

AETC 2012 is
being held
June 12-15,
and embarks
on a new
adventure
this year. The conference will be moving to Hewitt-Trussville High School
after 16 years at the Birmingham Jefferson Convention Complex (BJCC).
The conference staff is very excited about the conference being held at one
of the top state-of-the-art high schools in the state. AETC will again provide
four full days of professional development. You can choose from in-depth,
hands-on workshops or a smorgasbord of one-hour concurrent sessions led
by nationally known visionaries in the technology field or by Alabama
practitioners with classroom-tested strategies across the curriculum. 
For additional information about the conference, registration, and hotel
information, visit the website.

WHO SHOULD ATTEND?
Classroom Teachers, Technology Coordinators, Administrators, School Board
Members, Media Specialists, Principals, Curriculum Specialists,
Superintendents, Business Leaders, Higher Education/Postsecondary
Educators.

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE CONFERENCE
CONCURRENT SESSIONS: Meet people who face the same challenges you
do – and have found answers they are willing to share. Over 150 concurrent
sessions will be offered throughout the conference.

WORKSHOPS: Back again are the popular hands-on workshops and
“Bring Your Own Laptop” (BYOL) workshops. Head back to your school with
renewed confidence and enhanced skills in technology by participating in
hands-on, “how-to” workshops in fully equipped labs. There is a $10 fee
for each BYOL, $20 fee for each three-hour, and $40 fee for each six-hour
hands-on workshop in addition to the regular conference registration.
Three-hour and six-hour workshops will be offered June 13-14 during the
full conference, with additional three-hour and six-hour workshops offered
on June 12 during the Pre-Conference for participants registered in advance
and three-hour workshops on June 15.

EXHIBIT HALL: Come see one of the largest technology vendor shows held
in Alabama showcasing state-of-the-art hardware, software, and uses of
technology. Participants will have an opportunity to preview the latest and
greatest in educational technology.

AETC held its first conference in
October of 1994 at the BJCC in
Birmingham, Alabama. Dr. Rex Jones
and Dr. Jonnie Griffin were the
conference coordinators and the
conference was housed under the
Division of Computer Services, now
Information Services. In 1997, the
Technology Initiatives office was
formed and AETC then became part
of that office. Over the years, the
conference has had several
coordinators: Dr. Melinda Maddox,
Mrs. Kathy Birdnow, Mr. Don
Marchant, and currently, Mr. Terry
Atchison.

The Alabama Educational 
Technology Conference (AETC) 

This is your opportunity to:
• Learn from the experts and visionaries in the field

of educational technology
• Network with your peers from around the state
• Discover creative ways to meet instructional needs

in your classroom, school, and system
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One of the top questions asked by many high school students – and
also their parents – is, “where will the ‘hottest’ and best overall
employment opportunities be in the future?” America’s growing healthcare
profession ranks high on this list.

Imagine an interactive classroom filled with
realistic-looking manikins, which represent injured
patients in a mock disaster situation. All of these
manikins have detailed information cards, which
identify their injuries. In this classroom, enthusiastic
students are working hard to stabilize and treat each
injury – while also learning how to prioritize patient
care – a technique known as “triage.”

This type of exercise is a great example of the
practicum experiences that Alabama’s health science
students are learning each day through Community
Emergency Response Team (CERT) training.

According to the Bureau of Labor
Statistics, the healthcare field is the largest
industry in the United States. It is anticipated
that about 26 percent of all new upcoming
jobs created in the U.S. economy will be in
the healthcare and social assistance
industries.

The growth in healthcare-related careers
is being driven by our nation’s aging
population, longer life expectancies, and large
retiring workforce. This field offers many new
and exciting employment opportunities for students. Alabama’s Career and
Technical Education (CTE) program is already creating an important
“pipeline” to this growing career segment. Health Science Education (HSE)
is offered as part of Alabama’s CTE initiative. It introduces students to a
wide range of potential health careers.

HSE focuses on student achievement, supports career awareness,
develops healthcare skills, and promotes industry credentials. When
employers search for qualified employees, they look for top
communication, technical, and soft skills. HSE students not only learn
theory, but also critical thinking, problem solving, and resource
management skills.

CERT Training and Credentialing
Following the tragic events of September 11, 2001, Citizen Corps was

started as a grassroots strategy to strengthen community safety and
preparedness. Citizen Corps is a part of the Federal Emergency
Management Agency. CERT is a key initiative of this organization.

Alabama teachers can become certified CERT Instructors. The
instructor’s course involves 20 hours of rigorous training. In June, CERT
credentialing will be offered as part of the Alabama Association of Career
and Technical Education (AACTE) Professional Development Conference, at
the Birmingham Jefferson Convention Complex (BJCC). 

Other specialized credentials available
to Alabama students participating in
HSE programs are:

• Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation
(CPR)

• Automated External Defibrillator
• First Aid
• Preventing Disease Transmission

Certification
• American Red Cross (ARC)

Emergency Medical Response
• ARC Wilderness and Remote First

Aid
• ARC Sports Safety
• Concussions in Youth Sports

Training
• OSHA Certification
• First Responder

• Phlebotomy Technician
Certification

• Electrocardiogram (EKG)
Technician Certification

• Certified Patient Care
Technician

• Certified Pharmacy
Technician

• The National Consortium
for Health Science
Education(NCHSE)
National Health Science
Certificate

• National Occupational Competency
Testing Institute (NOCTI)
credentials in Nursing Assistant,
Therapeutic Services, Home Health
Aide, Health Informatics, Small
Animal Science and Technology,
and Workplace Readiness

• Certified Personal Trainer
Credential

To learn more about the HSE program
or its specialized credentials for
students and teachers, contact
Alabama CTE Education Administrator
Collie Wells or CTE Education
Specialist Mylinda Brow at 
(334) 353-1634.

Alabama Students Prepare 
For Expanding Healthcare Careers
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AWARDS/OPPORTUNITIES

ALABAMA STATE BOARD
OF EDUCATION
President – Gov. Robert Bentley
District 1 – Randy McKinney, Vice President
District 2 – Betty Peters
District 3 – Stephanie Bell
District 4 – Yvette M. Richardson
District 5 – Ella B. Bell
District 6 – Charles Elliott
District 7 – Gary Warren
District 8 – Mary Scott Hunter
State Superintendent of Education and Secretary and
Executive Officer – Thomas R. Bice

Alabama Education News (USPS #387-290) is published bi-monthly by
the Alabama Department of Education, P.O. Box 302101, Montgomery,
AL 36130-2101. This publication, authorized by Section 16-2-4 of the
Code of Alabama, as recompiled in 1975, is a public service of the
Alabama Department of Education designed to inform citizens and
educators about programs and goals of public education in Alabama. 

No person shall be denied employment, be excluded from
participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to
discrimination in any program or activity on the basis of disability,
gender, race, religion, national origin, color, age or genetics. Ref:  Sec.
1983, Civil Rights Act, 42 U.S.C.; Title VI and VII, Civil Rights Act of
1964; Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Sec. 504; Age Discrimination in
Employment Act; The Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 and The
Americans with Disabilities Act Amendments Act of 2008; Equal Pay
Act of 1963; Title IX of the Education Amendment of 1972; Title II of the
Genetic Information Nondiscrimination Act of 2008:  Title IX
Coordinator, P.O. Box 302101, Montgomery, Alabama 36130-2101 or
call (334) 242-8165. 
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State Board of Education
Meetings Now on Ustream.tv!

See your State Board of Education in action - Online at
http://www.ustream.tv/channel/alabama-department-of-
education. See LIVE video every second and fourth Thursday
of the month or watch the archived videos anytime you want
(different days in July, November, and December). 

Alabama Council for Leadership Development
The Alabama Council for Leadership Development (ACLD) reviews school systems’
professional study submissions throughout the year. Proposals deemed acceptable are
approved as PLU credit for professional staff who hold valid Alabama instructional
leader certificates.Those holding such certificates may include, but are not limited to,
selected central office staff, principals, assistant principals, career technical education
directors, teachers, and other educators.

Although superintendents may grant locally approved PLUs, often LEAs want to
seek ACLD approval for locally developed professional studies. As directed by the local
superintendent, the ACLD encourages Professional Development Coordinators,
Curriculum Specialists, or other designated personnel to submit locally developed
professional study via the ACLD’s online Instructional Leadership Professional Study
Application (ILPSA) system. The ACLD meets a minimum of five (5) times annually to
review professional study applications. To allow sufficient time for the ACLD review, it is
important to submit the professional study application at least two months prior to the
date of initial implementation of the professional study. 

The submission deadline for the upcoming meeting is April 11, 2012. For complete
information, contact Telena Madison, State Department of Education, Office of Teaching
and Leading, at 334-353-5230 or tmadison@alsde.edu.

Mobile Dairy Classroom Program

Apply now for a Green Innovation Grant
Centiva is a Florence, Alabama manufacturer of vinyl flooring. As part of Earth Week
activities, it is sponsoring a $3000 Green Innovation Grant for a K-12 school that is

demonstrating innovative environmental initiatives and using them to
educate their students. Applications can be downloaded HERE.

Alabama schools are once again being
offered an opportunity to share with
students the importance of dairy products
in making healthy, nutritional choices.
Recognizing the importance of a proper

diet and having a desire to inform individuals of the vital role agriculture
plays in their lives, the Southwest Dairy Museum, Inc., and local dairy
farmers are sponsoring the Mobile Dairy Classroom, an exhibit available
at NO CHARGE to the school. This year, students and teachers will be
able to share an experience that includes math, science, health (nutrition),
and agriculture, all presented in an outdoor classroom format.

The Mobile Dairy Classroom demonstrates the modern milking process
with an emphasis on environmental practices, food safety, and animal
care. This program includes a 30-45 minute oral presentation by a trained
instructor, printed material for teachers, an actual milking demonstration,
and a question and answer period.

Additional information can be obtained HERE or contact Amanda
Griffith, Alabama Mobile Dairy Classroom Instructor, at 256-223-1977 or
agriffith@southwestdairyfarmers.com.
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